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 CCEDNet’s National Conference a Great Success! 

 

This year's National CED Conference - Waves of Change: Building People-
Centred Economies welcomed 400 CED practitioners, civil society 
representatives, community leaders, government representatives, business 

and co-operative developers, and academics at the University of 

Saskatchewan for dozens of learning and information sharing sessions and 
regional, national, and international plenary speakers.  

Conference highlights included a policy action planning session; networking 

lunches; site visits to prairie CED initiatives; and vibrant social events that 

included an aboriginal theatre, dance, and music evening.  

Over four inspirational days conference delegates worked together to 
advance a pan-Canadian CED policy agenda, built skills and organizational 

capacity, and created new connections and networks. Participation in this 

conference demonstrated that CED is an effective approach to revitalize 
local economies, tackle poverty and homelessness, and create sustainable 

communities. 

Thanks to all participants and volunteers at this year's National CED 

Conference.  

Join CCEDNet’s Facebook page to start networking and view 
photos from this year’s conference

Coming soon to our website: 
National Conference presentations available for download! 

 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=9002353815
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=9002353815
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=9002353815
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1. Profile: Elton Energy Cooperative 

The Rural Municipality of Elton is a small predominantly 

agriculturally-based community located just north of Brandon. 
From within this modestly sized R.M. is emerging an energy 

cooperative that, if successful, will be the first of its kind in 

North America.  

The Elton Energy Cooperative (EEC) seeks to create a community-owned 

renewable energy resource in the form of a $5 million wind turbine. The 
turbine would be capable of generating two megawatts of power, enough to 

supply around 1,500 homes. Wind projects are currently becoming more 
popular as more and more attention is focused on sustainable energy; the 

difference with EEC is that most current wind projects are large scale, with 

upwards of dozens of turbines, and control and profits lie largely with 
multinational corporations, not the communities in which they are located. 

However, using a community ownership model is no easy task. There are 
numerous angles that need to be covered, and studies must be conducted 

regarding everything from design and engineering to environmental impact 

and economic feasibility. EEC has received help from the Co-op 
Development Initiative (CDI) in the form of $50,000 for a feasibility study, 

while the R.M. contributed $3,500.  

While EEC formed in 2006 to work on a wind power model that would 

enable Elton residents to own their own wind farm, their concept has 

expanded to encompass the entire province. EEC seeks to partner with 
Manitoba Hydro as well as the governments of the province and the City of 

Brandon. As the concept has grown, so too has the scope. The Community 
Power Investment Model means community residents own at least 50 per 

cent of a five to ten turbine wind farm with surrounding communities, 
excluding large corporations, being allowed to invest in the project in a 

similar fashion to Hydro Bonds. In an April 30th Brandon Sun article by Matt 

Goerzen, EEC chairman Dan Mazier indicated that the current large-scale 
wind farms are good for large wealthy companies, but fail to really provide 

returns to the community.  

“It ends up pitting community against community,” says Mazier, “We’re 

talking about stabilizing that whole industry for Manitobans instead of 

outside developers.” 
 

Written by Dale Harik - Red River College CED Program 
Sources Used 

Bill Redekop, RM of Elton banks on windpower, Winnipeg Free Press,30/03/08 
Matt Goerzen, Wind projects draw interest in Brandon, Brandon Sun, 30/04/08 

Elton Energy Cooperative, http://www.eltonenergy.org/cpa.html  

2. CED Tools 

Building Evaluation Capacity: Helping Evaluators 
Achieve Greater Effectiveness 
 

Tamarack – An Institute for Community Engagement highlights this capacity 

building tool in the April edition of their newsletter, Eunoia. This two-guide 
set created by authors Beatriz Chu Clewell and Patricia B. Campbell is the 

result of a National Science Foundation funded endeavor to improve cross 
project evaluations. The tool focuses on evaluation design and various 

issues involved in data collection. To read the abstract and introduction, or 

to download both guides in PDF format, visit the Urban Institute. 

http://www.eltonenergy.org/about.html
http://www.agr.gc.ca/rcs-src/coop/index_e.php?s1=init&page=intro
http://www.agr.gc.ca/rcs-src/coop/index_e.php?s1=init&page=intro
http://www.eltonenergy.org/cpa.html
http://www.eltonenergy.org/cpa.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/story/4151134p-4740252c.html
http://tamarackcommunity.ca/g1s2.html
http://tamarackcommunity.ca/newsletter/eunoia/eunoia.htm
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.urban.org/publications/411651.html


Canadian Sustainability Indicators Network Provides 
Tools Towards Sustainable Development 
 
Visit CSIN to learn more about the tools, ideas, data and methods 

exchanged between Canadian practitioners of sustainability indicators and 
reporting.  

3. News from Manitoba’s CED Network  

Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives 
Honours Outstanding Community Leaders 
 
Rosann Wowchuk presented awards to three outstanding community 

leaders whose actions encouraged and supported local economic 
development. This year’s Capturing Opportunities awards were handed out 

in Brandon and saw a total of 22 nominations between the three award 
categories of Rural Youth Achievement, Outstanding Community Leadership 

and Economic Development Innovation. Learn more by reading the 

government of Manitoba’s News Release. 

The Government of Manitoba Releases Ambitious New 
Five-Year Child-Care Agenda 
 
The Minister of Family Services and Housing, accompanied by the Minister 

of Citizenship and Youth, announced the new Family Choices agenda last 

month. The new twelve-point child care plan will see current funding for 
child care in Manitoba nearly doubled from $109.8 million in 2007-08 to an 

estimated $201.8 million at the end of the five years. This will be good news 
for organizations with a mandate for increased accessibility and public 

funding in child care such as the Child Care Coalition of Manitoba, of which 
CCEDNet is a member. Read the Government of Manitoba’s News Release 

for more details. 

The Manitoba Food Charter is Taking Nominations for 
the 2008 Golden Carrot Awards 
 
The Golden Carrots honour Manitoba’s Community Food Champions. Read 
about local food initiatives, farmers’ markets, Organic Food Council of 

Manitoba programs, community gardens, and the Golden Carrots, including 
how to nominate someone you know, in the Manitoba Food Charter’s Spring 

newsletter. 

PN2008 Winnipeg is Coming Soon 
 
Register for the Planners Network’s Planning in Challenging Climates 
conference. The July 17-20 topics being considered include a wide range of 
Community Development issues. More info at www.pnmb.org/PN2008.htm 

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Habitat for Humanity is in need of volunteers to help with the pre-build 

phase of their project on Minto Street. Volunteer opportunities exist in June 
for the weeks of the 16th to the 20th and the 23rd to the 27th, and in July for 

the weeks of the 2nd to the 4th and the 8th to the 11th. Six to eight volunteers 
are needed per day in order to hang floor joists and sheet the floors. 

Individuals, families and friends are welcome to participate. Please complete 

the volunteer application to take part in building homes and building hope. 

http://www.csin-rcid.ca/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/minister/minagr.html
https://www.capturingopportunities.ca/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/press/top/2008/04/2008-04-25-090500-3581.html
http://www.manitoba.ca/familychoices.html
http://www.childcaremanitoba.ca/aboutus/mandate.html
http://www.childcaremanitoba.ca/index.shtml
http://www.ccednet-rcdec.ca/
http://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?archive=2008-4-01&item=3586
http://food.cimnet.ca/cim/43C1_3T1T4T686.dhtm
http://food.cimnet.ca/cim/dbf/spring_08_pdf.pdf?im_id=378&si_id=43
http://food.cimnet.ca/cim/dbf/spring_08_pdf.pdf?im_id=378&si_id=43
http://food.cimnet.ca/cim/dbf/spring_08_pdf.pdf?im_id=378&si_id=43
http://www.pnmb.org/PN2008Reg.htm
http://www.pnmb.org/index.htm
http://www.pnmb.org/PN2008.htm
http://www.habitat.mb.ca/about.html
http://www.habitat.mb.ca/pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%20Application%20Package%202008.pdf


Osborn Village Community Farmers Market at the Gas 
Station Theatre 
 
Tentatively scheduled to start in the first week of June, the Gas Station 

Theatre will be home to the Osborn Village Community Farmers Market. 
Local farmers (within 100 miles of Winnipeg) will be given tables at the 

market free of charge as long as they can commit to every Thursday from 

4:00 to 8:00pm. Space is limited to 20 to 30 tables and special consideration 
will be given to those who do not currently have access to commercial 

space. Interested farmers or producers, or anyone else with ideas, can 
contact Kaeley Wiseman at (204) 290-3349.  

Canada-Manitoba Economic Partnership Agreement 
Funds RRC Mobile Training Labs 
 
Thanks to the EPA, an economic growth and diversification plan that sees 

the federal and provincial governments partnering with community 
stakeholders to strengthen communities, Red River College will be able to 

deliver trades training to rural communities in Manitoba. The $3.12 million in 
funding will enable the expansion of our college system, apprenticeship 

spaces and employment readiness training programs into rural, northern 

and Aboriginal communities through the use of two mobile training labs. 
Read the Government of Manitoba’s News Release for more details.  

Run for Rights 
Saturday, June 7, 9:30 a.m. at Kildonan Park 
 

Walk, cycle, run, wheel or blade a 5 km or 10 km route to support Winnipeg 

organizations working for social justice and human rights by collecting 
pledges for – or making a donation – to participating organizations.  You 

can also choose to support a specific participating organization.   
 

Participating organizations with a CED focus include LITE and the Afghan-
Canadians Women’s Organization. 

 

To sign up and receive a pledge form, contact Janine at 475-3816 or email 
run4rights@mts.net. To contact LITE to donate, participate, or volunteer call 

942-8578 

Founding meeting of the Winnipeg Citizens' Coalition 

Monday, June 16th at 7:00 PM at the Millennium Library 
 

The Winnipeg Citizens' Coalition (WCC) is a broad-based, progressive, 

democratic, socially and environmentally conscious collection of individuals 

whose goal is to improve quality of life in Winnipeg by acting together for 
positive social and economic change. www.winnipegcitizenscoalition.com 

Advanced Co-op Developer Training in Winnipeg  

June 11-12-13, 2008 
 

Devco, a BC-based consulting worker co-op with many years of experience, 

is pleased to announce an Advanced Co-op Developer Training session in 
Winnipeg. The session is a second presentation of the very successful and 

well-received workshop delivered in February. www.devco.coop 

Who Sleeps Here? No-One! 
Friday, June 6, 4:00 – 6:30 pm 
 
Join a group of concerned students who are staging a non-violent direct 

http://www.epa.gov.mb.ca/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/press/top/2008/05/2008-05-09-103000-3647.html
mailto:run4rights@mts.net
http://www.winnipegcitizenscoalition.com/
http://www.devco.coop/


action in the form of a sleep-in at the corner of Kenaston and Corydon to 
draw attention to the 126 homes of the C.F.B. Winnipeg South Site Housing 

beside Kapyong Barracks that remain empty. 

The Congress of Black Women Canada  

Summer Social  
Caribbean Community Cultural Centre at 1100 Fife St. 
Saturday, June 21st.  Doors open at 7:00 pm. Music by Big John.  

Tickets: $10.00. Phone 775-4378 for more information. 

The 2008 Manitoba Excellence in Sustainability Awards 
Call for Nominations and Applications 
 

The Manitoba Round Table for Sustainable Development has established the 
Manitoba Excellence in Sustainability Awards to recognize and honour 

people, projects and ideas that successfully turn the principles and 

guidelines of sustainable development into lasting achievements. 
 

Nominate someone you know! 
Deadline for nomination is 12:00 noon, Friday, June 27, 2008. 

 

www.manitoba.ca/conservation/susresmb/mrtsd/mesa  

4. National News and Events  

The Social Research and Demonstration Corporation 
(SRDC) Releases Latest Report on CEIP 
 
The Community Employment Innovation Project (CEIP) is a demonstration 

project conceived by Human Resources and Social Development Canada in 
order to explore an alternative form of income support that promotes work 

while fostering community development. This latest report from the SRDC, 

examines the project’s effects on communities. Learn more by reading the 
Executive Summary, or the full report, entitled Engaging Communities in 
Support of Local Development: Measuring the Effects of the CEIP on 
Communities. 

University of Manitoba Professor of Sociology Examines 
Sweden’s Progressive Social System 
 
Gregg M. Olsen compares the Swedish Welfare State and its socio-economic 

indicators with those of other capitalist nations in this publication from the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. See why tax cuts are not 

synonymous with economic prosperity in Lessons From Sweden. 

Social Enterprise Over Seas 
 
The Social Enterprise Coalition is the United Kingdom’s national body for 
social enterprise. The Coalition seeks to promote the benefits of social 

enterprises, share the best practices amongst social enterprises through 

networks and publications, foster support for social enterprise within 
government and conduct research to expand the social enterprise evidence 

base. Watch this animation commissioned by the Coalition and created by 
Inside Job Productions, who work with convicts on day release to create 

professional multi-media products.  

La Siembra Worker Co-operative Wins Award for 
Democracy in the Workplace 
 

http://www.manitoba.ca/conservation/susresmb/mrtsd/mesa
http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/
http://www.srdc.org/en_what_we_do.asp?id=905
http://www.srdc.org/uploads/CEIP_CER_ES_EN.pdf
http://www.srdc.org/uploads/CEIP_CER_EN.pdf
http://www.srdc.org/uploads/CEIP_CER_EN.pdf
http://www.srdc.org/uploads/CEIP_CER_EN.pdf
http://www.srdc.org/uploads/CEIP_CER_EN.pdf
http://www.policyalternatives.ca/welcome/index.cfm
http://www.policyalternatives.ca/documents/Manitoba_Pubs/2008/Lessons_From_Sweden.pdf
http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/page.aspx?SP=1346
http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/Default.aspx
http://www.mediafordevelopment.org.uk/


La Siembra, a worker co-op located in Ottawa-Gatineau, is one of four 
Canadian companies to receive the “Worldwide Award for the Most 

Democratic Workplaces” from Atlanta based WorldBlu. WorldBlu employs a 
rigorous survey process developed over ten years of research in order to 

determine which organizations are most democratically run. Learn more 
about La Siembra and the prestigious award in their press release. 

Canada’s Top Minds Weigh In on Inequality in Canada 
 
The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives presents Why Inequality Matters 
in 1,000 Words or Less, an essay series comprised of varying opinions from 

numerous Canadian academics, including economists, a political scientist, a 
sociologist and a philosopher. Find out how income inequality and persistent 

poverty pose a threat to Canada by reading the report. 

Join The Communities Collaborating Institute and 
Develop the Skills Required to Effect Change 
 
Tamarack and its partners have created a five day institute, from September 

15th to the 19th, designed to share knowledge on collaborative approaches 

to community transformation. Combined with an optional ten month online 
learning module, the program helps to hone the skills of collaborators and 

practitioners, facilitating their efforts towards the renewal of communities. 
Through workshops with renowned authorities on collaboration, the 

Institute deals with issues from practicing community engagement, to 

evaluating progress, growing local movements, effective governance, 
engaging the private and government sectors, and much more. Visit 

Tamarack’s Learning Centre for more information, or read their brochure. 

Over a Barrel: Exiting NAFTA’s Proportionality Clause 
 
The CCPA and the Parkland Institute have released a study about oil and 
gas exports to the United States. Despite the fact that we are running out of 

natural gas, and that we import nearly half the oil we consume, NAFTA 
dictates Canada’s government cannot reduce the percentage of oil and gas 

we now export to the United States, even in times of domestic shortages. 

The report argues the only solution to this and other potential scenarios is 
for Canada to pull out of NAFTA’s “proportionality” clause.  

Read the complete story 

Collaboration with the Business Sector Provides 
Opportunities to Address Social Issues 

Garry Loewen, a successful business person 

turned community crusader, explains how the 
business sector is often overlooked as a 

resource for community action. Loewen’s 
latest publication, Collaborating with the 
Business Sector to End Homelessness in 
Toronto, offers exciting accounts of the 

effects of business involvement in social 

change initiatives as well as effective tools for 
engaging the private sector in social change. 

The publication was developed by Tamarack 
and the City of Toronto, and can be accessed 

on Tamarack’s Home Page. 

National Co-op Associations Team up for Joint Congress 
Winnipeg, June 25 to 28 
 
The Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) and Conseil Canadien de la 

http://www.lasiembra.com/en/index.php
http://www.worldblu.com/
http://www.lasiembra.com/en/worldblu.pdf
http://www.policyalternatives.ca/reports/2008/04/reportsstudies1884/index.cfm
http://tamarackcommunity.ca/cci2008b.html
http://tamarackcommunity.ca/cci2008.html
http://www.tamarackcommunity.ca/downloads/CCI_downloads/CCI08_brochure.pdf
http://www.policyalternatives.ca/reports/2008/05/reportsstudies1896/index.cfm
http://tamarackcommunity.ca/downloads/vc/Bio_GarryL.pdf
http://tamarackcommunity.ca/index.php


Coopération (CCC) are co-hosting a national co-operative congress. A day-
long forum will provide the first opportunity for many members of both of 

the national associations as well as stakeholders and partners to share 
experiences and views on how to grow and strengthen the movement 

Info and registration at www.CoopsCanada.coop/congress2008  

7th Annual World Wind Energy Conference  
"Community Power: Energy Autonomy for Local Economies" 

St Lawrence College in Kingston, Ontario June 24 - 26 2008 
 
Keynote Speakers include Dr. David Suzuki and Dr. Hermann Scheer, author 

of "Energy Autonomy" and German MP. 
Info and registration at www.wwec2008.com 

5. Job Postings 

Two Positions at CEDTAS The CED Technical Assistance Service 

 

CEDTAS supports community organizations in their CED efforts by 

connecting them to volunteer professionals who meet their technical 
assistance and expertise needs. 

 

Coordinator 

This position works under the direction of the CEDTAS Steering committee. 

The coordinator has overall responsibility for continuing this successful 
project and increasing the brokered technical assistance services for eligible 

clients. The coordinator will supervise CEDTAS staff and ensure that the 
program runs effectively. The coordinator will also monitor client and 

volunteer professional working relationships, conduct regular evaluations of 

the needs in communities and assist with the recruitment of volunteer 
professionals to meet these needs. 

Read the complete Coordinator job description on the CCEDNet website 
 

Provider Recruitment Coordinator 
This position will be supervised by the CEDTAS Coordinator with direction 
from the CEDTAS Steering Committee. The Provider Recruitment 

Coordinator will be responsible for increasing the number of volunteer 
professionals willing to offer technical assistance services to community 

organizations and CED projects. They will also monitor client and 

professional working relationships, assist with evaluations of the needs in 
communities and recruit volunteer professionals to meet these needs. 

Read the complete Provider Recruitment job description on the CCEDNet 
Website 

  We want to hear from you.  
Get in touch with us if you have comments or questions 

about our network and our newsletter. 
breimer@ccednet-rcdec.ca 

 
www.ccednet-rcdec.ca 

Strengthening Canada’s Communities 
Des communautés plus fortes au Canada 

© Copyright 2008 The Canadian CED Network 
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